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A Gentle Guide to
Funeral Costs

Honoring a Life with Clarity
and Peace of Mind



Acknowledging this
Difficult Moment

The loss of a loved one is an emotionally taxing
time. Amidst the grief, the practicalities and
costs of funeral arrangements can feel like a cold,
overwhelming intrusion. This guide is here to
provide clarity and support, helping you make
confident, budget-aware decisions without
adding to your stress.



A Framework for Clarity:
The Four Pillars of Funeral Costs

To demystify the expenses, we'll look at them in four clear, manageable parts.
Understanding these pillars will give you the confidence to ask the right
questions and make empowered choices.
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, Pillar 1: The Foundation -
. The Basic Service Fee

This is a mandatory, non-negotiable fee charged by

all funeral homes. It covers the essential services of

the funeral director and staff, securing necessary

permits and documents, and coordinating the

arrangements. By law, this fee and all other costs o
must be itemized on a General Price List (GPL), base cost:

which you have the right to see. everything else
Is added to it.



Pillar 2: The Farewell Service

This pillar covers the costs for the ceremony, visitation, or gathering
itself. Consider these common charges:
Facility Use: Fees for using the chapel or visitation rooms, often charged at an

hourly rate.
Staff Services: The cost for staff to manage and direct the memorial service

or graveside ceremony.
Transportation: Transferring your loved one to the funeral home, and then to

the cemetery or crematory. Always ask for mileage estimates.
Preparation: Costs like embalming, which is often required for a viewing but is

not legally necessary for direct cremation.

Pro Tip Callout: Services held on weekends, holidays, or after hours often
incur significant staff overtime charges. Discuss timing upfront.



Plot Price

P Varies widely by location

(urban vs. rural) and type.

Opening & Closing Fees

2% Pillar 3: The Final Resting Place

#5. Cemetery expenses are a significant portion of the total cost, and the
TSN S plot price is just the beginning. Be sure to ask about the full picture.

Perpetual Care

A fee for long-term grounds
maintenance. Verify if it's a one-
time charge or an annual cost.

Alternative Options

Natural burial grounds or
columbaria (for urns) can be more
affordable and eco-friendly.




(”T } Pillar 4: The Merchandise ?

This includes physical items like the casket or urn. Costs can vary
dramatically based on material and design.

Keepsakes % Memorlal Folders/Cards

|

Your Rights

You are never obligated to buy a casket or urn from the funeral home.
You have the right to purchase merchandise from a third-party seller.

The funeral home cannot refuse to use it or charge you a fee for doing so.
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Your Right to Choose:
Key Questions for Your Director

Knowledge is power. Use this list to ensure you have a clear and complete understanding ), 3
of all costs. Remember to always ask for an itemized General Price List (GPL) upfront.

Service Fee The Service Final Resting Place Merchandise
Can you walk me What are the cost Is the opening/closing What are your policies
through every item differences for this fee included in the plot or fees for using a
included in the basic service on a weekday price? |Is perpetual care casket we purchase
services fee? versus a weekend? a one-time charge? elsewhere?

Are there package
deals available?




Planning Ahead for
Peace of Mind

Pre-planning can ease the heaviest burdens on your %
family when the time comes. By making decisionsina

calm, thoughtful state, you ensure your wishes are

followed and protect your loved ones from difficult
choices under duress.

Prepaid Funeral Contracts: These plans let you
pay for services in advance at today's prices,
protecting against inflation.

Important Consideration: Always ensure the
funds are held in a secure trust and ask about the
policy for transferring or refunding the plan if you
move or change your mind.
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Exploring Sources of
Financial Assistance

Don't hesitate to ask your funeral director or explore these programs.
You may not have to bear the full cost alone.

o Veterans Benefits: The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs provides
burial allowances, plots, and headstones for eligible veterans.

e Social Security: A one-time payment of $255 is paid to a surviving
spouse or minor children.

e FEMA Aid: May offer funeral assistance for deaths related to federally M ¢
declared disasters (e.g., COVID-19). = :?X‘
e Charitable & Community Support: Local nonprofits, religious {;\::T 3 /
organizations, or unions may offer grants. j\f >



A Meaningful Tribute is About Love, Not Price

Simple and personal is often more meaningful. Some of the most
memorable farewells are not the most expensive; they are reflections of
a unique life and the love that surrounds it. Focus your budget on the
elements that truly matter to you and your family.




Personal Touches, Minimal Cost

Creating a heartfelt goodbye doesn’t require overspending.
Consider these ideas:

Use Community Spaces:
Host a gathering at a
public park, community
center, or a family home
Instead of a rented venue.

Repurpose Existing Items:
Use their favorite playlist for
music and borrow display
easels from community
centers to avoid rental fees.

Create a Memory Table:
Use family photos, favorite
books, handwritten
letters, and other
mementos to create a
beautiful centerpiece.

Simplify Printed Materials: (/)
Create your own programs ~——
with online templates or E\ \ X
opt for a digital version /%‘ \ ”fQ /
digitala sent by email, , 2

saving up to 75%. \; \\/



Your Checklist for Confident Decisions

Before you finalize any arrangements, run through this list to
ensure your choices align with your wishes and your budget.

D Request and carefully review the itemized General Price List (GPL).

| | Compare prices for caskets and urns from third-party sellers.

e

| | Askabout all potential additional fees (overtime, transport, etc.).

| | Inquire about all available financial assistance programs.

D Choose the options that feel most authentic and meaningful to
your family. AN



Plan with Love, Not Fear

Planning a funeral is one of life's greatest challenges. Give yourself grace,
ask countless questions, and remember that the most important
part of any service is the love and memories shared, not the

amount of money spent.

CANTON FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY AT

770-479-2788



