Capturmg Thelr Story

A funeral is not an end
—it’s a living tribute.
This guide will help you
weéave memory,

. meaning, and loveinto

every detail.

Personahzmg the Service

Visual & Sensory Touches
The Obituary & Beyond

Supporting the Living



Legacy of Love

Intro

Funerals aren’t just about saying
ooodbye—they’re a sacred space
where grief and love intertwine,
where memories become tangible,
and where the essence of a life
well-lived 1s honored in ways that
words alone cannot capture.

This guide is designed for
those who want to move
bevond templates and create
something deeply personal.

Page 02



Legacy of Love

Capturing Their Story

Why Stories Matter More Than Statistics

A funeral service should reflect a life, not just a timeline. Stories—
not dates or achievements—are how we keep someone’s spirit
alive. This section will help you uncover the moments that defined
them, the quirks that made them unforgettable, and the passions
that colored their world. Think of this as collecting fragments of a
mosaic—each memory you gather will help paint the full picture of

who they truly were.

Key Questions to Uncover Their Essence

e “What was their signature energy?”: Did they enter a room
with a joke, a hug, or quiet observation? Their energy reveals
how they moved through the world—let it guide the tone of the
service.

“What did they love fiercely?”: A hobby, a cause, or a person?
These loves are compass points for choosing themes, music,
and rituals.

“What's the story they’d want told?”: Maybe it’s the time they
got lost in Paris or how they burned every batch of cookies.
These are the stories that spark smiles through tears.

“How can we include their ‘everyday magic’?”: Their morning
coffee ritual, the way they hummed off-key—these mundane
details often hold the most meaning.

Turning Memories Into a Theme

Now, weave these answers into a thread that ties everything
together. A gardener’s service might feature seed packets as favors;
a musician’s could end with a group sing-along. Don'’t overthink it—
if it feels true to them, it will resonate.




Legacy of Love

— Personalizing the Service

Make It Unmistakably Them
Every choice—from music to readings—should whisper their name. This
is where practicality meets heart.

Music That Tells Their Story: Skip traditional hymns unless they loved
them. Curate a playlist of their shower-singing anthems, road-trip
favorites, or the song they danced to at 3 AM.

Words That Carry Their Voice: Eulogies shouldn’t sound like Wikipedia
entries. Start with a specific memory ("Remember how they laughed
until they snorted?"), then expand to their legacy.

Rituals That Feel Authentic: Light candles? Pass a flask? Plant a tree?
Ask: "What would they actually want?"—not what's expected.

Guests as Participants, Not Spectators: Invite friends to scribble
memories on seed paper or add to a communal art piece. Grief shared
is grief softened.

The Unexpected Touch: Project their doodles on the walls or serve
their infamous burnt cookies. Imperfections were part of their magic
—honor them.

Celebrate. Remember. Repeat.
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Legacy of Love

Visual & Sensory

Touches

Funeral spaces often feel sterile, but yours shouldn't. Transform the room
into a living tribute—where every glance, scent, or texture evokes them.
Swap generic floral arrangements for their favorite wildflowers. Replace
harsh lighting with the warm glow of string lights or candles they loved.
This isn’t about decoration; it’s about resurrection through details.

e Florals With Meaning: Skip predictable lilies—choose blooms they
adored, even if it's daisies from their backyard. Wrap bouquets in their
old scarves or sheet music for a personal twist.

e Objects That Tell Stories: Display their well-worn hiking boots, a
paint-splattered palette, or dog-eared books. These aren’t props—
they're silent storytellers.

e Scents That Transport: Brew their coffee, burn their signature candle,
or tuck rosemary sprigs into programs. Scent is memory’s fastest
pathway.

e Interactive Comfort: Set out blankets in their favorite fabric or a
“memory tree” for guests to hang notes. Let hands touch what their
heart loved.
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Legacy of Love

— The Obituary & Beyond

e Ditch the Formulaic Template: An obituary shouldn't read like a
census record. Start with their quirks ("She never met a dog she
didn’t nickname") before listing survivors.

o Highlight the “Between the Lines” Moments: Include failed pie
recipes or their legendary road trip detours. These are the stories
that make strangers wish they'd known them.

» Choose Platforms With Purpose: Publish where their community
lives—local paper, neighborhood café boards, or a Facebook group
they loved. Meet people where they already grieve.

o Turn Tributes Into Legacy: Use the obituary to announce a
memorial bench fund or annual scholarship. Give grief a place to
live on.

e Social Media as a Living Memorial: Create a hashtag
(#For[Name]sSunsetHikes) or memorialized profile. Let their
digital footprint become a gathering place.

Tip

Write the first draft like
you're telling a friend
about them over coffee—

then edit, don’t sanitize.
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Legacy of Love

— Supporting the Living

Pause. Breath. Remember.

When the Flowers Wilt, Love Remains

Grief doesn’t end when the service does—it evolves. This section is for
those left behind, navigating the quiet after the crowds disperse. You'll
find ways to honor your own needs while keeping their memory alive.
Because healing isn’t linear, and there’s no "right way" to grieve.

e Create a Comfort Kit: Pack tissues, mints, and a small notebook in
your bag. Grief strikes unexpectedly—be prepared for moments
when it hits hard.

» Designate a “Grief Buddy”: Choose someone who won'’t ask "Are you
okay?" but will sit with you in silence. Some pains don’t need words,
just presence.

e Schedule Guilt-Free Breaks: Set a timer: 10 minutes to cry, then 10
minutes to watch a silly video. Grief and joy can coexist—let them.

e Start a Memory Ritual: Light their favorite candle on Sundays or text

a friend one shared memory every Friday. Rituals turn pain into
connection.
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Legacy of Love

— Your Action Plan

Trust Your Instincts

You don’t need to plan everything at once. Begin with just one detail
that feels true to them.

* Choose One Signature Element: Pick the first thing that comes to
mind—their favorite song, a beloved quote, or that flannel shirt
they wore every winter. Let this anchor your planning.

o Delegate With Intention: Assign tasks by people’s strengths: the
storyteller writes the eulogy, the organizer handles logistics. Grief
shared is love multiplied.

e Schedule a “Memory Break™: Set aside 15 minutes to look at
photos or visit their favorite spot. Planning a funeral shouldn’t
mean forgetting to mourn.

This isn't about checking boxes perfectly—it’s about creating space for
love to show up. Whether you follow every suggestion or just one, what
matters is that it feels like them. Trust yourself. You already know how

to honor them best.
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Inquire about any
available grief
support resources
or aflercare
services.

Don’t hesitate to
ask any questions
you may have
throughout the
process.

Remember: Let love, not
| perfection, guide your
choice—what honors their
- memory will honor you
too.
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