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Navigating the Path with Clarity

Your Guide to Understanding Cemetery Choices

Making decisions about a final resting place can feel overwhelming. This guide is
designed to provide clear, calm answers to the most common questions,
empowering you to plan with confidence and peace of mind.

Funeral Home & Chapel



A Journey in Three Parts

Part I: Understanding the Space

Exploring the physical options and choices for a final resting
place, from the type of plot to the style of memorial.

Part II: Navigating the Process & Costs

Demystifying the fees, services, and long-term care
associated with cemetery operations.

Part III: Knowing Your Rights & Legacy

Understanding the legal authority, ownership, and special
considerations that ensure your wishes are honored.




Part I: Understanding the Space

.\ orasingle ‘double-depth’ plot.

The First Decisions: Choosing a Place and Method

Types of Plots Burial vs. Entombment
TL Single Plot: For one casket, though may g Ground Burial: The traditional method
= allow multiple urns. ,f*_"” £ _Jak of interment in the earth, typically with a

: . : casket and outer container.
Companion Plot: Two graves side-by-side

. FamilyPlot: A larger ‘estate’ area for I [— dry’ nptit?n in a large building with
® . multiple family members, often with a - drawer-like crypts.

- " central monument.

Green Burial Plot: For un-embalmed
remains in biodegradable containers,

507 without avault.

one, often guided by philosophy, while the plot type is determined by family needs.

Key Takeaway: The choice between ground burial and mausoleum entombment is a personal

-f’i"“—“m Mausoleum Entombment: A ‘clean and




Part I: Understanding the Space
Dedicated Options for Cremation
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Columbarium Inurnment

What it is: A structure, often part of a mausoleum, with small
niches specifically designed to hold cremation urns.

Best for: Those seeking an above-ground, protected space for
cremated remains.

Cremation Plots

What it is: Smaller sections of land designed for the ground
burial of urns.

Best for: Individuals who prefer ground burial but have chosen
cremation.

Traditional Plot Use

Fact: "Many cemeteries now allow for the burial of multiple
cremation urns within a single traditional plot space.”

|
Key Takeaway: Cremation offers flexible memorialization, with options for i

both above-ground entombment in a columbarium and in-ground burial.




Part I: Understanding the Space
The Truth About Burial Vaults and Grave Liners

- Function: Prevents
There is no state or federal ( ground from sinking.
law that mandates the use of N

a burial vault or grave liner. R

The Cemetery’s Requirement

Most cemeteries require them as part of

Vault / Liner
their internal rules. 2

Purpose: Their function is purely structural.

They maintain a level cemetery surface for Types
safety and maintenance by preventing the P : ; :
ground from subsiding over time. Grave Liner: A basic concrete container.

Burial Vault: A reinforced, sealed unit.

Key Takeaway: A vault’s purpose is to protect the cemetery grounds, not to permanently preserve the
remains. It is a cemetery rule, not a legal requirement.




Part I: Understandmg the Space

Cemetery Rules & Standards Production & Installation =~ Consumer Rights

Memorial Parks: Many modern cemeteries only Flat markers take 3-4 weeks to (FTC Funeral Rule)

permit flat bronze or granite markers that lie flush produce; upright monuments can Cemeteries cannot refuse to install
with the ground for easier maintenance. take 90+ days. a monument you purchased from
Material & Style: Cemeteries often have rules Most cemeteries require a an outside vendor, though they
about material (granite and bronze are standard) and  professional foundation to be poured ~ can cha_rge;la separate installation
even granite color to maintain a uniform aesthetic. to prevent tilting. or "setting" fee.

Key Takeaway: While cemeteries have rules on style and size, the FTC's Fu neral Rule ensures you have
the right to purchase a monument from a third-party seller.




Part II: Navigating the Process & Costs
Understanding the Core Service and Mamtenance Fees

The “Opening and Closing” Fee

A one-time fee required at the time of
interment, separate from the plot purchase.

“Perpetual Care” (Eﬁdowment Care)

= (o ok
_{'ﬁ Administrative Labor: Verifying A fund for the long-term maintenance of the entire

\;ﬁ'% rights, permits, record-keeping.

cemetery.
e ; : : How it works: A percentage of your plot purchase
Logistics & Equipment: Excavation (5-15%) is placed into a trust fund. Only the interest
machinery, safety shoring. generated is used for maintenance; the principal is
protected forever.
s Service Setup: Tents, chairs, grass What it covers: General landscaping, road repair,
Lol covering for the service. irrigation.

Important Exclusion: ‘Perpetual care does not typically
Restoration: Backfilling the grave cover the cleaning or repair of individual headstones,
and restoring the turf. which are considered the family's private property.”




Part III: Knowing Your Rights & Legacy
Who Has the Legal Right to Decide?

In the absence of a decedent's written instructions (like a prepaid contract or designated agent form),
the right to make final arrangements follows a legally-defined order of priority.

~%~ 1. Surviving Spouse
22% 2. Surviving Adult Children

C @ |
lw@ 3. Surviving Parents

. 0
ﬁm‘ﬁiﬁi i 4. Surviving Adult Siblings

Most state laws include a timeframe (often around six days) in which the person with priority
must act before the right passes to the next person in line.

Key Takeaway: A written directive, such as a designated agent form, is the most powerful
tool to ensure your specific wishes are followed, bypassing the default legal hierarchy.



Part III: Knowing Your Rights & Legacy

Transferring Your Interment Rights
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Core Concept: “Right of Sepulture” |

e When you “buy” a grave, you are not purchasing the land itself.
e You are purchasing a contractual right—the “Right of Sepulture”—which is the exclusive right to be
buried in that specific spot.

e

Options for Transfer or Sale

Cemetery Buyback: Some cemeteries may repurchase the plot, often at the original or a reduced price.
Cemetery Brokers: Licensed professionals who handle the secondary market and legal paperwork.
Private Sale: You can sell to a third party, but the cemetery's involvement is mandatory to officially
record the new owner and issue a new certificate via a quitclaim form.

Key Takeaway: You own the right to be buried, not the land. Any sale or transfer
must be officially recorded by the cemetery to be legally valid.



Part III: Knowing Your Rights & Legacy
The Option of Burial on
o Legality Varies:

Prlvate Pl‘OpertY _. & e Natural or “green” burial is legal in all 50 states.

 However, burial on private residential property is
prohibited in some jurisdictions (e.g., California,
Washington).

-

e Strict Requirements in Permitted States:

* Zoning & Distance: Burial sites must often be a
specific distance from municipal boundaries or
buildings.

¢ Deed Recording: The landowner must formally
dedicate the plot as a cemetery by filing a map with
the county clerk. This is a permanent designation.

* Right of Access: Descendants often retain a legal

— right of ‘reasonable access' to visit and maintain the
i gravesite, even if the property is sold to a new
owner.

)
Key Takeaway: Burial on private property involves permanently altering the land’s legal status
and granting future access rights to descendants. It requires careful legal planning.
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Part III: Knowing Your Rights & Legacy

Honoring Service: Burial Benefits
for Veterans

Eligibility

For honorably discharged veterans and their eligible spouses and dependents.

Benefits Provided at a National Cemetery (At No Cost)
@ Gravesite in any national cemetery with available space.

j Opening and closing of the grave.
\iﬁ/ Perpetual care of the grounds.

ﬂ A government-furnished headstone, marker, or niche cover.

%:ﬁ A burial flag and a Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC).

For Burial in a Private Cemetery

The VA does not pay for funeral home
services or the plot itself.

However, the VA will still provide a
government headstone or marker. The
family is responsible for any installation or
“setting” fees charged by the private
cemetery.




Planning is an Act of Care

Navigating these decisions is a profound process. By
understanding the options for the space, clarifying the
details of the process, and knowing your rights, you can
create a plan that reflects your values and provides lasting
peace of mind for yourself and your family.

Clarity transforms a difficult task into a thoughtful legacy.
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