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A FAMILY'S GUIDE TO VETERAN FUNERALS

Intro

“A veteran is not just
someone who served; they
are a living testament to
courage, sacrifice, and the

enduring spirit of a nation.”

This comprehensive guide
will help veterans and their
families understand and
access the funeral benefils
they deserve ... ensuring a
dignified farewell that
honors their service to the
nation.
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i Euneral Benefits® &
- .

Burial in a National Cemetery

Burial in a National Cemetery signifies the highest honor
bestowed upon those who have served in the U.S. Armed
Forces. It is a final resting place reserved for veterans, their
spouses, and eligible dependents, offering a dignified and
perpetual tribute to their service and sacrifice.

Military Headstone or Marker

A military headstone or marker is a distinctive memorial that
identifies and honors the service of a deceased member of the
U.S. Armed Forces. It includes their name, rank, branch, dates,
and often religious emblem. These permanent tributes, typically
provided by the VA, are found in various types ofcemeteries.

Military Funeral Honors

Military funeral honors are a solemn and respectful tribute
provided by the U.S. government to eligible veterans and service
members as a final recognition of their service. These honors
typically include the playing of Taps, the folding and
presentation of the American flag to the next of kin, and a rifle
salute (in some cases).

Presidential Memorial Certificate

A Presidential Memorial Certificate is an engraved paper
certificate, signed by the current President of the United States,
to honor the memory of honorably discharged deceased
veterans.

VA Burial Allowance

The VA burial allowance is financial aid from the Department of
Veterans Affairs to help with eligible veterans' burial and funeral
expenses. The amount varies based on service status, date of
death, and whether it was service-connected, providing some
relief to families and honoring the veteran's service.
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— Applying for Benefits

NOTE: It is highly recommended to start the application process as soon
as possible. Don't hesitate to reach out to the VA or a Veterans Service
Organization if you encounter any difficulties or have questions along
the way. They are there to assist you in navigating this process and
ensuring your loved one receives the honors they deserve.

Burial in a National Cemetery

o Step 1. Verify Eligibility: Contact the National Cemetery
Scheduling Office at 1-800-535-1117 or visit their website:

o Step 2: Gather Documentation: Prepare the veteran's discharge
papers (DD-214 or equivalent), death certificate, and any marriage
or dependency certificates if applicable.

o Step 3: Schedule Burial: Once eligibility is confirmed, work with
the National Cemetery Scheduling Office to choose a burial date
and location.

Military Headstone or Marker

o Step 1: Download the Application: Obtain VA Form 40-1330,
Application for Standard Government Headstone or Marker, from
the VA website:

o Step 2: Complete the Form: Fill out the form accurately and
completely, providing all required information about the veteran
and the burial location.

o Step 3: Submit the Application: Mail the completed form to the
VA National Cemetery Administration at the address provided on
the form.

Military Funeral Honors
o Step 1. Inform the Funeral Home: Notify the funeral director of
your desire for military funeral honors.
o Step 2: Provide Documentation: Share the veteran's discharge
papers (DD-214) with the funeral home.
o Step 3: Coordination: The funeral home will typically coordinate
with the local military installation to arrange the honors.

Page 04



A FAMILY'S GUIDE TO VETERAN FUNERALS

— Applying for Benefits (cont.)

Presidential Memorial Certificate

o Step 1: Download the Application: Obtain VA Form 40-0247,
Application for Presidential Memorial Certificate, from the VA
website:

o Step 2: Complete the Form: Accurately fill out the form,
providing the required information about the veteran and the
next of kin.

o Step 3: Submit the Application: Mail the completed form to the
VA National Cemetery Administration at the address provided on
the form.

VA Burial Allowance

o Step 1: Choose the Appropriate Form: Select either the full VA
Form 21P-530 or the simplified VA Form 21P-530EZ based on your
circumstances. Both can be accessed at:

o Step 2: Complete the Form: Provide all necessary information
about the veteran, their service, and the circumstances of their
death.

o Step 3: Submit the Application: Mail the completed form to your
VA regional office. You can find the address for your regional
office on the VA website.

Write down your thoughts.
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Planning the Funeral Service

Express Any

Specific Wishes

e Consider the type of service you envision (traditional funeral,

memorial service, celebration of life, etc.).

e Decide on the location of the service (funeral home chapel, church,
other venue, or graveside).

e Choose between burial, cremation, entombment, or body donation.

e Select a casket or urn if applicable.

e Discuss options for memorial products or keepsakes.

e Consider additional services like obituary preparation, floral
arrangements, or transportation.

e Review the funeral home's price list and discuss payment options.

Remember, the goal is to craft a service that honors the veteran's unique
journey and provides solace to their loved ones. Embrace creativity,
encourage participation from family and friends, and focus on
celebrating a life well-lived. By infusing personal touches, you can
ensure a memorable and meaningful farewell that truly reflects the spirit
of the veteran.
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Financial Considerations

While honoring a veteran's service should be the primary focus,
understanding the financial aspects of a funeral is crucial. The VA Burial
Allowance is a significant benefit that can help alleviate some of the
financial burden. However, it's important to understand the eligibility
criteria and the varying amounts that may be awarded depending on the

circumstances of the veteran's death.

The VA website provides detailed information about the burial
allowance, including eligibility requirements, application procedures,
and payment amounts: LINK HERE. It's recommended to review this
information carefully and contact the VA directly if you have any
questions or need assistance with the application process.

In addition to the VA Burial Allowance, other financial assistance
programs may be available. Some states or counties offer additional
benefits for veterans' funerals, and certain veterans' organizations or
charities may provide financial support. It's advisable to explore these
options and inquire about eligibility requirements.

By understanding the financial
aspects and available
resources, you can make
informed decisions and ensure
a dignified farewell for your
loved one without undue
financial strain.
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—— Commemorating a Veteran’s Legacy

You Are Not Alone

Creating a memorial website or online tribute can serve as a lasting
digital space for sharing photos, stories, and condolences. Donating to a
veterans' charity or cause that was important to the veteran is another
meaningful way to continue their impact and support their fellow service
members. Participating in commemorative events, such as Memorial Day
or Veterans Day ceremonies, can also provide a sense of connection and
shared remembrance. Consider volunteering your time or skills to a
veterans' organization as a way to give back and honor their service.

Remember, healing takes time, and there's no right or wrong way to
grieve. Allow yourself to feel the full range of emotions and seek support
when needed. The VA offers a range of grief support resources, including
counseling, support groups, and online tools: LINK HERE.
Commemorating the veteran's legacy and finding solace in shared
memories can be a powerful way to navigate the grieving process and
keep their spirit alive.
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Inquire about any
available grief
support resources
or aflercare
services.

Don’t hesitate to
ask any questions
you may have
throughout the
process.

Take some time to review
the decisions you've made
and ensure they align with
your wishes and budget.
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